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Travel Report: Jill & Pete' strip tolsrael
May 13-23, 2007

Pete has been collaborating with a graduate student in
|srael who suggested that we visit. We put it off for a
year but then decided to go, realizing it would be an
interesting place to see. My mom happily joined us.

itiherary

night 1: in flight to Israel
nights 2-4: Tel Aviv

e Nights 5-6: Haifa e

nights 7-10: Jerusalem




Tel Aviv In Tel Aviv we stayed in an

apartment that Pete found online. It turned
out to belong to a concert pianist. It was on =
the top floor and had a nice rooftop patio. = . . -



Te Aviv

We visited Independence Hall,
where |srael was officially declared
a state by David Ben-Gurion in 1948
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Tl Aviv | — Jaffa

Jaffa, just next to Tel Aviv, isabout 4000 years old, one of the oldest port
towns in the world. According to the Old Testament, it was founded by
Noah' s son Japheth. Old Jaffais a picturesgue mix of boats in the harbor,
renovated buildings and alleys, and excavation sites within a park setting.
Ruins found there are from Roman, Greek, Egyptian and Israelite cultures.
We spent a weekday morning exploring this pleasantly un-crowded place.
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Haifa The main attractions in Haifa are
the views from the hillsides and

the manicured gardens of the Baha'i complex.
Here as everywhere it was an adventuretrying - o, WU A
to navigate to our hotel and elsewhere on the : *{ffﬂg::ﬁ g
crooked, poorly labeled streets. Wealways ~— b#fa —'31'-17:‘1"11? L _}q.ﬁ
managed to find our way eventually though.  S&is L e R R gl B,

1 - & &
l:,f.E.'TI

""4:

From the window of our
room at the Dan Gardens we
saw a Smyrnakingfisher! It
was as beautiful as this one
(I did not take this photo.)



From Haifa we drove in our rental
car to see some regional sights.

Haifa

In Tsfat my mom and | attended a
Friday night Shabbat service at a
small synagogue full of inspired Tsat ‘
singing and, at least on the men’s

side of the partition, dancing.
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Headlines from Friday, May 18

We were 40-100 miles from Gaza during these events. The locals we talked to did not
seem worried by the events happening there nor the threat of resumed suicide bombing.
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We stayed in a nice apartment M
useums
ashort walk from the old city.

At the Ilsrael Museum we
saw Dead Sea Scrollson
display in this building

Also at this museum
was a scale model of
Jerusalem asit wasin
the 1st Century. The
bird in this photo isa
real hooded crow that
I flew infor adrink
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_'bsw’ 472 | The apartment downstairs
ARt M7 weyj had this sign above the door

There was lots of neat stuff at the Israel Museum:
Judaicafrom many cultures, aworldwide
art collection and anicelarge-scale

Pete' s collaborator and hiswife had us over for awonderful meal SIS
Zen-inspired scul pture garden.

featuring foods typically eaten on Shavuot (meatless). On another
night, we were treated (by a professor) to afeast at a restaurant

where traditional local foods were presented show-and-tell style. My mom and | saw the
R : 12 Chagall windows at

the Hadassah Medical
Center Synagogue

The three of us also went to Yad Vashem, the
Holocaust memoria museum. It was comprehensive
and well done, extremely sobering and emotional.




Jerusalem | Old City

Clty wall and atypical aIIeyway al buildingsin both the old and
new cities are made (or fronted with) thislocal pink-gold limestone

.Th.e — (.:I by lnlless @ austrlophobl a anq Just inside Damascus Gate: a small,
Isimpossible not to get lost in. It feelslike relatively open bit of the extensive
amulti-level city: we walked on rooftops street marketsin the Old City

Dome of the Rock and seemingly underground passages.

. e i gy Western Wall on

e e Al Shavuot night (M
e g ay

e ﬁ‘ i . 22thisyear). Tables
Il'l'{uu. T s

- '.‘,._, h i <0 and chairs are set up.
'_**sL ;'iu People will come here
el Mﬂu‘hﬁ e all night long to pray
bt e 7ol W, '*w e g and study. All over
L the city and country
. observant Jews stay

up al night on this
holiday, studying
various subjects.




Jerusalem

Dead Sea

Jerusalem
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We took aday trip to the Dead Sea.
There was no problem driving on the
highway (red dotted line) through the
West Bank. Just a couple security checkpoints. It was hot at
Ein Gedi but scenic and worth the visit. At Mineral Beach, a
small private resort, we spent the most relaxing couple hours
of our vacation, floating in the water, playing with Dead Sea
mud, and lounging in the oxygen and brominerich air.



and for the
last dlide...

Animalsl

—

hooded Erow

Not pictured: stray cats that were everywhere in the cities

hyraxes at Ein Gedi
(they’re about cat sized)



